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1. How are we handling 

personal digital materials 

in everyday life?

2. What will happen to 

personal digital 

belongings after one’s 

lifetime?
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Everyday life surrounded by 

excessive volume of personal digital materials:



Research Trend

Human-computer interaction, personal 
computing, ubiquitous computing, cognitive 
psychology, information retrieval, etc.

 Personal Information Management (PIM): 
looking for alternative/new ways to increase 
efficiency of personal information management 

 Digital Memories: 

actualizing vision of Memex (V. Bush, 1945); 
capturing and keeping individuals’ complete 
lifetime information in digital form (i.e. 
MyLifeBits project; Memories for Live project)
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Market Trend
Demand: Increasing interest 

among ordinary individuals 

Supply: emerging commercial 

services for family archives, 

digital asset management, etc.
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Call for the archival profession I
Archivists/archival researchers contribute:

 Knowledge and practices accumulated in a long 

tradition of collecting and preserving personal 

records

 Understanding about cultural value of personal 

records

 Understanding about challenges of digital 

preservation
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Call for the archival profession II

Value of personal digital records for both society 

and individuals             Increased needs for a long-

term preservation of personal digital records of 

ordinary individuals (N. Beagrie; 2005; R. Cox, 

2008; A. Flinn, 2008) Limited capacity of 

traditional archives to preserve digital collections of 

ordinary individuals; individual differences

A new approach needed
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Think beyond traditional archives:



Grass-root level archival 

preservation for personal digital 

materials:

Personal Digital Archives

 A type of digital archives for everyone

 Managed and operated by individuals as a part 

of their everyday recordkeeping

 Maintained through future generations after 

one’s lifetime by other family members or by 

archival institutions

 Neither data backup storage nor personal data 

warehouse

AERI: July 10, 2009, Sarah Kim, UT Austin 7



AERI: July 10, 2009, Sarah Kim, UT Austin 8

Archival research:

Understanding of 

personal archiving 

behavior & practices; 

Meaning of personal 

digital archives in 

individuals’ lives

Participation in 

personal information 

management system 

and tool development

New role of archivists:

Find ways to “equip 

citizen archivists” 

(R. Cox, 2009)

Archival 

Profession

Personal Digital Archives

Developing

Models or 

Conceptual 

frameworks

Developing 

practices

(Software, tools, 

best practice 

guidelines, etc.)



Personal Digital Archives: 
A life-long work of the mind constructing the 

meaning of records

 Archived personal records function as evidences of life, 

memory aids, and symbol of legacy.

 Personal archiving (selecting, organizing, displaying,  

maintaining, retrieving, and re-appraising records) is an 

activity of individuals that involves a psychological 

process through which individuals attempt to make 

sense of their past experiences, memories, and so lives. 

 Building one’s own personal digital archives is a process 

of reflexively constructing/preserving one’s self and 

life narrative not just a collection of records.
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